EASA (SAB) - EM.TEC Meeting (2022-2)
1st December 2022
Meeting Notes

The SAB Engineering and Maintenance Technical Committee met on the 1st December 2022. The following (extracted) agenda items & notes may be of interest to AWG members: [Link to Meeting Presentations] 

Agenda Item #2: Approval of EM.TEC agenda and minutes from last meeting (2022-01):
· The agenda and minutes of meeting were approved without objections / comments.
Agenda Item #3: EASA Advisory Bodies - Status of New Structure [Presentation AI3]
· Hans Mayer (EAMTC) made a presentation outlining the new SAB Sub-Group structure; In summary, the current ‘Technical’ advisory groups (EM.TEC, DM,TEC etc.) will be phased out and a new ‘Community’ based group ‘CA.COMM’ will be created which will now include a much broader group of industry stakeholders, such as:
· Aerospace Medicine 
· ATM/ANS
· Personnel Licencing
AWG and several other industry groups raised concerns that ‘Technical’ issues could now be much more challenging to raise and track in this new forum with many different groups competing to raise issues within a limited meeting timeframe. When questioned: EASA confirmed the reasoning behind the decision was to reduce group activity (costs). They agreed to revisit the new structure if industry were not satisfied with how it was functioning. The item remains open
Agenda Item #4: [Action Item #2021-1.2] ARC - Aircraft under long term storage [Presentation AI4] 
· This issue arose when an operator tried to process an ARC extension for aircraft in long-term storage: Airbus made a presentation having reviewed internally between departments and did not specifically see an issue with airworthiness, providing the aircraft was being parked / stored IAW with the OEM ICAs, however, EASA commented that they wouldn’t ‘feel comfortable’ supporting an ARC in these circumstances. AWG pointed out that the OEM is best placed to determine the requirements for continuing airworthiness of their products, and they issue ICAs for this very reason. Boeing feedback on this topic states: the AMM storage instructions are published to maintain continued airworthiness. In addition: as part of the normal RTS – Lessors routinely perform any required overdue tasks required to meet airworthiness requirements. Action item remains open, and this may become a bigger issue in the future. 
Agenda Item #5: Continuous Airworthiness – EASA rulemaking update [Presentation AI5]
· EASA presented the status of their ongoing Rulemaking Activities (see presentation).              AWG expressed disappointment with the postponement of RMT.0278, and EASA acknowledged and advised this was due to ongoing resourcing issues.
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Agenda Item #7: This agenda item appeared to have topics that would be of interest to AWG members (see below), however, the presenter did not attend – No presentations were provided! 
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Agenda Item #9: A discussion about Article 1 of Regulation (EU) No 1321/2014 [Presentation AI9]  
· Prosper Preau (Airbus Airworthiness Department) gave a presentation related to the certification of aircraft operating under ‘Article 83 bis arrangements’: A French MRO was recently issued with a level 1 finding for issuing a Form-1 for components removed from an Irish registered aircraft for which certain responsibilities (e.g. Safety oversight) had been transferred to a Non-EASA Member State. As result, Airbus has proposed changes to the GM wording (link to wording) which is effectively aimed at instructing AMOs/MROs to examine the CoR and CofA in the cockpit to determine if the certificates were issued under the EASA system (i.e. A/C with ‘National’ CofAs / CofRs  would be excluded based on their determination).   
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AOB:
Action Item #2020 2.2: Remote ARC Inspections / Certification
· AWG asked for an update on this action item and stated that it would be a shame to lose the flexibility shown by EASA/NAAs during COVID-19. Airbus responded stating their initial internal review would not support remote the ARC process, due to the fact that some senses are lost (e.g. smell etc.), however, AWG pointed out that local ‘Approved’ designated people would offer the same on-the-ground standard. The effectiveness of the CAMO/ARC delegation from the NAAs many years ago is a good example of how these arrangements can work safely.
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Article 1 of Regulation (EU) No 1321/2014

“Article 1

Subject-matter and scope

‘This Regulation establishes common technical requirements and administrative procedures to ensure:

(@) the continuing airworthiness of aircraft, including any component for installation thereto, which are:

(i) registered in o Member Statc. unless:their-regulatory-safety-oversight-hasbeen delegated:torarthird-country
and they are not used by an EU operator; or

(ii) registered in a third country and used by an EU operator, iieHemiemmegulannmsafeoversighmhasibeen
delegated to a Member State:

(b) compliance with the essential requirements set out in Regulation (EC) No 216/2008 for continuing airworthiness
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